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PL 108317

SOUTHWEST FOREST HEALTH AND WILDFIF
PREVENTION ACT OF 2004

An Act to establish Institutes to demonstrate
and promote the use of adaptive ecosystem
management to reduce the risk of wildfires,
and restore the health of firadapted forest
and woodland ecosystems of the interior

West.
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Three sister Institutes make up SWERI

New Mexico Forest & Watershed
Restoration Institute
at New Mexico Highlands University
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Why should we be worr




Crownfiresare the latest in a long series of
symptoms of declining ecosystem health.
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w Population irruptions and population crashes
w Spread of invasive exotic plants

w Decreasing diversity, increasing homogeneity at
all levels of the ecosystem

w Loss of herbaceous cover

w Increased erosion

w Watershed degradation

w Unnatural insect and disease epidemics
w Destruction of human and wildlife habitats
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We anticipate disasters in the frequent fire
landscapes of the West including increased
fuel accumulations, lengthened fire seasons,
and Intensified burning conditions, all
contributing to larger and more catastrophic
fires.
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