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Background: Little
Bear Fire

Cause: Lightning

Duration: June 4, 2012 o
June 29, 2012

Acreage burned: 44,330

Suppression cost: $19.4
million

Full cost estimate: $36.8 &
562.6 million




Background: Little
Bear Fire

o Homes destroyed: 224, more
than in any previous NM
wildfire.

o Property lossin Lincoln
County from the Little Bear
Fire: $24,566,226
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Fire in the WUI

OFuel treatments gave us
OSpotting took some | home s

In the Enchanted Forest area,

ocoembers were the size of
falling like rain @ it was nearly

l mpossi ble to see. o

oln Nazarene, fires|ther e

from spot fires, not from the fire
front. o

homes weanterrd
the fire

ocoBecause we thinne
survived. o




Effects of thinning In
the WUI

o OThinning hel ped
not a perfect answer,
especially when fire
conditions are off the
charts. 6

oPaul (one of the
the meeting ) lost his home (in
Nazarene) . 0
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Effects of thinning In
the WUI

o OWhen tall pines
thinned, but ladder fuels were,
sometimes lost structures due
to crowning. 6

o 0l n Villa Madonna
burned two days into the
incident, even though there
were no trees within 150 -feet
of the structure. The house
caught fire from a creeping
fire through pine

OWith O6super fir
anything wil/ f

wer el

nee/




Effects of Firewise
treatments In the
WUI

o 0Construction (flmet h
hel ped. 6

o Use of composite material
and concrete appeared
to help in some cases.

o O I had embers I|land
deck, but because it was
made of composite
materi al , It difdnot




Effects of Firewise
treatments In the
WUI

o Inthe Enchanted Forest area,
some houses were lost and some
not d it was somewhat random,
because houses were ignited
from embers.

0OSome houses with
shingles and lots of pine needles

and trees nearby were  okay;
others, like a steel building,

burned. 6

Average cost of Firewise treatments
in the Ruidoso areais $ 1,600/acre.
Cost does not cover dead and
down forest fuels.




